
 
Please contact Julie Zientek on 01270 686466 
E-Mail: julie.zientek@cheshireeast.gov.uk with any apologies or requests for further 

information or to give notice of a question to be asked by a member of the public  

 

Licensing Committee 
 

Agenda 
 

Date: Monday, 19th March, 2012 

Time: 2.00 pm 

Venue: Committee Suite 1, 2 & 3, Westfields, Middlewich Road, 
Sandbach CW11 1HZ 

 
The agenda is divided into 2 parts. Part 1 is taken in the presence of the public and press. Part 
2 items will be considered in the absence of the public and press for the reasons indicated on 
the agenda and at the foot of each report. 
 
PART 1 – MATTERS TO BE CONSIDERED WITH THE PUBLIC AND PRESS PRESENT 
 
1. Apologies for Absence   
 
 To receive apologies for absence. 

 
2. Declarations of Interest   
 
 To provide an opportunity for Members and Officers to declare any personal and/or 

prejudicial interests in any item on the agenda.  
 

3. Public Speaking Time/Open Session   
 
 In accordance with Procedure Rules Nos.11 and 35, a total period of 10 minutes is 

allocated for members of the public to address the Committee on any matter relevant 
to the work of the Committee. 
 
Individual members of the public may speak for up to 5 minutes but the Chairman will 
decide how the period of time allocated for public speaking will be apportioned where 
there are a number of speakers. 
 
Members of the public are not required to give notice to use this facility. However, as 
a matter of courtesy, a period of 24 hours’ notice is encouraged. 
 
Members of the public wishing to ask a question at the meeting should provide at 
least three clear working days’ notice in writing and should include the question with 
that notice. This will enable an informed answer to be given. 
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4. Minutes of Previous Meeting  (Pages 1 - 6) 
 
 To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 16 January 2012. 

 
5. Minutes of Licensing Sub-Committees  (Pages 7 - 20) 
 
 To receive the minutes of the following meetings: 

 
Licensing Act Sub-Committee 
 
9 January 2012 
3 February 2012 
6 February 2012 
 
General Licensing Sub-Committee 
 
31 January 2012 
 

6. Hackney Carriage Tariffs  (Pages 21 - 64) 
 
 To consider a report on the objections received in relation to the proposed variation of 

the hackney carriage table of fares in hackney carriage zones 1 (Congleton) and 3 
(Macclesfield), and to determine whether the variation should come into force either 
with or without modifications. 
 

THERE ARE NO PART 2 ITEMS 
 



CHESHIRE EAST COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Licensing Committee 
held on Monday, 16th January, 2012 at Committee Suite 1,2 & 3, Westfields, 

Middlewich Road, Sandbach CW11 1HZ 
 

PRESENT 
 
Councillor P Whiteley (Chairman) 
Councillor W S Davies (Vice-Chairman) 
 
Councillors C Andrew, Rhoda  Bailey, D Bebbington, H Davenport, I Faseyi, 
M Hardy, A Harewood, D Mahon and M Parsons 

 
OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE 
 
Mr T Coppenhall, Commercial Team Leader 
Mr D Hawkes, Team Leader Investigations 
Mrs K Khan, Solicitor 
Mrs J Zientek, Democratic Services Officer 
 

Apologies 
 

Councillors L Gilbert, L Smetham and G Wait 
 

14 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

15 PUBLIC SPEAKING TIME/OPEN SESSION  
 
In accordance with Procedure Rules 11 and 35, Mr Gillick, Mr Clowes and 
Mr Stennett addressed the Committee in relation to Item 9: Hackney 
Carriage Vehicle Conditions. 
 
Note: With the agreement of the Chairman, Mr Gillick, Mr Clowes and Mr 
Stennett spoke prior to the Committee’s consideration of the relevant item 
of business. 
 

16 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING  
 
RESOLVED – That the minutes of the meeting held on 12 September 
2011 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

17 MINUTES OF LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEES  
 
RESOLVED – That the minutes of the Licensing Act Sub-Committee 
meetings held on 6 June 2011, 13 June 2011, 22 July 2011, 15 August 
2011, 26 August 2011, 8 September 2011, 23 September 2011, 28 
October 2011, 3 November 2011, 2 December 2011 and 22 December 

Agenda Item 4Page 1



2011 and the General Licensing Sub-Committee meetings held on 20 
June 2011, 27 July 2011, 31 October 2011 and 28 November 2011 be 
received. 
 

18 BYELAWS RELATING TO ACUPUNCTURE, TATTOOING, SEMI-
PERMANENT SKIN COLOURING, COSMETIC PIERCING AND 
ELECTROLYSIS  
 
The Committee considered a report regarding proposed draft byelaws 
relating to the regulation of acupuncture, tattooing, semi-permanent skin 
colouring, cosmetic piercing and electrolysis. 
 
Byelaws dealing with the regulation of such activities were in force in the 
Crewe and Congleton areas of the Borough as a result of original 
adoptions made by the predecessor district councils.  There were no 
byelaws in force in the Macclesfield area.  The adoption of a set of 
byelaws in relation to the Borough of Cheshire East as a whole would 
ensure a consistent approach to regulation across the Borough and would 
assist in reducing the risk of blood borne disease transmission. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
(a) That, subject to consultation, the Borough Solicitor, or an officer 

acting on her behalf, be authorised to submit the draft byelaws 
attached as an appendix to the report to the Department of Health for 
provisional approval; and 

 
(b) That, subject to provisional approval being received from the 

Department of Health, the following resolutions be recommended to 
Council: 

 
1. That the byelaws relating to the regulation of acupuncture, 

tattooing, semi-permanent skin colouring, cosmetic piercing and 
electrolysis attached as an appendix to the report be approved 
and authorisation be provided for the affixing of the common 
seal of the Council to the byelaws; and 

 
2. That the Borough Solicitor, or officer acting on her behalf, be 

authorised to carry out the relevant statutory procedures in 
relation to the making of the byelaws and to apply to the 
Secretary of State for confirmation of the byelaws. 

 
19 HACKNEY CARRIAGE TARIFFS  

 
The Committee considered a report regarding the potential harmonisation 
of the ‘table of fares’ across the three hackney carriage zones within the 
Borough. 
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RESOLVED 
 
(a) That, subject to consultation, the existing tariffs in the Congleton and 

Macclesfield hackney carriage zones be harmonised with those of 
the Crewe and Nantwich zone. 

 
(b) That the Borough Solicitor, or officer acting on her behalf, be 

authorised to publish the relevant notices of variation, making 
provision for any objections to be submitted within the statutory 
consultation period of fourteen days; and 

 
(c) That, if no objections are received within the statutory consultation 

period in response to the notices of variation published in accordance 
with (b) above (or if any such objections which are received are 
withdrawn), the relevant tables of fares will come into operation in the 
relevant zones on the date of the expiration of the consultation period 
(or, if later, on the date that the last objection, if any, is withdrawn). If 
objections are received and not withdrawn they will be reported to a 
subsequent meeting of the Licensing Committee for consideration. 

 
20 PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLE CONDITIONS AND VEHICLE TEST 

GUIDELINES  
 
The Committee considered a report regarding consultation responses 
received in relation to the proposed amendment of condition 2.7 of the 
Private Hire Vehicle Conditions and the accompanying vehicle test 
guidelines. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
(a) That the existing condition 2.7 of the private hire vehicle conditions 

be deleted and replaced with: “All glazing shall comply with the Road 
Vehicles (Construction and Use) Regulation 1986 (as amended)” 

 
(b) That the draft Private Hire Vehicle test guidelines be approved, 

subject to the following amendments: 
 

• That Point 16 be amended to read as follows: 
 

Condition of spare tyre: Must meet the MOT requirements. 
 
Space saver tyres: Slim/space saver type must be to 
manufacturer specification; 
 
Tyre inflation devices: Spare tyre may be replaced by an 
approved specified inflation system. 

 
• That Point 19 be amended to clarify that tools such as the jack 

and wheel brace would not be required for vehicles not fitted 
with a spare wheel. 
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• That Point 25 be amended to clarify that ‘patch’ repairs are 

unacceptable but welding repairs of whole new panels to 
manufacturer’s specification are acceptable. 

 
• That Point 43 be amended to state that tyre tread must comply 

with MOT requirements. 
 
• That the requirement in Point B2 to produce an LPG certificate 

be removed from the test guidelines and added to the 
application procedure. 

 
21 HACKNEY CARRIAGE VEHICLE CONDITIONS  

 
The Committee considered a report regarding consultation responses 
received in relation to a proposed set of hackney carriage vehicle 
conditions and vehicle test guidelines to apply in each of the three 
hackney carriage zones. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
(a) That the draft hackney carriage vehicle conditions attached as 

Appendix A to the report be approved, subject to the following 
amendment: 

 
• That Condition 1.3 be deleted and replaced with the existing 

equivalent condition in each hackney carriage zone. 
 
(b) That further consultation be undertaken in relation to the proposed 

requirement for all vehicles presented for a new hackney carriage 
vehicle licence to be purpose-built wheelchair accessible vehicles. 

 
(c) That the draft hackney carriage vehicle test guidelines be approved, 

subject to the following amendments: 
 

• That Point 17 be amended to read as follows: 
 
Condition of spare tyre: Must meet the MOT requirements. 
 
Space saver tyres: Slim/space saver type must be to 
manufacturer specification; 
 
Tyre inflation devices: Spare tyre may be replaced by an 
approved specified inflation system. 
 

• That Point 20 be amended to clarify that tools such as the jack 
and wheel brace would not be required for vehicles not fitted 
with a spare wheel. 

 

Page 4



• That Point 26 be amended to clarify that ‘patch’ repairs are 
unacceptable but welding repairs of whole new panels to 
manufacturer’s specification are acceptable. 

 
• That Point 44 be amended to state that tyre tread must comply 

with MOT requirements. 
 

• That the requirement in Point B2 to produce an LPG certificate 
be removed from the test guidelines and added to the 
application procedure. 

 
 
 
 
 

The meeting commenced at 2.00 pm and concluded at 3.35 pm 
 

Councillor P Whiteley (Chairman) 
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CHESHIRE EAST COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Licensing Act Sub-Committee 
held on Monday, 9th January, 2012 at Meeting Room B, Macclesfield Library, 

Jordangate, Macclesfield, Cheshire SK10 1EE 
 

PRESENT 
 
Councillors H Davenport, M Parsons and P Whiteley 
 
Officers Present :- 
 
Kate Khan, Licensing Solicitor 
Nikki Cadman, Licensing Officer 
Julie North, Senior Democratic Services Officer 

 
 

41 APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN  
 
RESOLVED  
 
That Councillor P Whiteley be appointed Chairman. 
 

42 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

43 REVIEW OF PREMISES LICENCE:  THE BOARS HEAD, 2 SHRIGLEY 
ROAD NORTH, POYNTON, CHESHIRE  
 
The Sub-committee considered a review of the Premises Licence for the 
Boars Head, 2 Shrigley Road North, Poynton, Cheshire, following a 
request submitted under section 51 of the Licensing Act 2003. 
 
The following attended the hearing and made representations with respect 
to the application: - 
 
One of the two Review Applicants 
A representative on behalf of the Review Applicants 
A representative of the Licence Holder 
The Licence Holder’s Legal Representative 
The Designated Premises Manager 
 
After a full hearing of the application, including all the evidence submitted 
and in accordance with the rules of procedure, the Chairman of the Sub-
Committee reported that, after taking account of: 
 

• The Secretary of State’s Guidance under section 182 Licensing Act 
2003 

• Cheshire East Borough Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy 
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• The four licensing objectives (namely the prevention of crime and 
disorder, public safety, the prevention of public nuisance, and the 
protection of children from harm) 

 
the following course of action had been agreed: 
 
RESOLVED 

 
That is not necessary to take any of the steps set out within sub-section 
52(4) of the Licensing Act 2003 in order to promote the licensing 
objectives. 
 
(The review applicants were notified of their right to appeal the decision 
to the Magistrates Court, within 21 days).  
 
 
 
 
 

The meeting commenced at 9.30 am and concluded at 12.05 pm 
 

Councillor P Whiteley (Chairman) 
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CHESHIRE EAST COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Licensing Act Sub-Committee 
held on Friday, 3rd February, 2012 at Meeting Room B, Macclesfield Library, 

Jordangate, Macclesfield, Cheshire SK10 1EE 
 

PRESENT 
 
Councillor P Whiteley (Chairman) 
 
Councillors C Andrew and L Smetham 

 
OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE 
 
Mr J Hopper, Licensing Officer 
Mrs K Khan, Solicitor 
Mrs J Zientek, Democratic Services Officer 
 

44 APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN  
 
RESOLVED – That Councillor P Whiteley be appointed Chairman. 
 

45 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

46 REVIEW OF PREMISES LICENCE: THE BATHS HOTEL, 40 GREEN 
STREET, MACCLESFIELD, CHESHIRE  
 
The Sub-Committee considered a report regarding an application for a 
review of the Premises Licence relating to the Baths Hotel, 40 Green 
Street, Macclesfield, Cheshire. 
 
The following attended the hearing and made representations with respect 
to the application: 
 
• the review applicants 
• a representative of Cheshire East Council Public Protection & Health 
• the designated premises supervisor 
• two local residents 
 
After a full hearing of the application and in accordance with the rules of 
procedure, the Chairman of the Sub-Committee reported that, after taking 
account of: 
 
•  The Secretary of State’s Guidance under section 182 of the 

Licensing Act 2003 
•  Cheshire East Borough Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy 
•  The four licensing objectives (namely the prevention of crime and 

disorder, public safety, the prevention of public nuisance, and the 
protection of children from harm) 

•  All the evidence, including the oral representations made at the 
meeting and the written representations of interested parties 
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the following course of action had been agreed: 
 
RESOLVED 
 
(a) That live music be removed from the remit of the Premises Licence. 
 
(b) That the following conditions be imposed on the Premises Licence: 

 
1. That the location of speakers within the premises shall be 

agreed with the Environmental Health Department in order to 
reduce noise transmission to the neighbouring premises. 

 
2. That a reduction in the area of the beer garden after a 

prescribed hour, or a suitable alternative method to reduce 
noise emanating from the beer garden which has been 
approved by Environmental Health, shall be carried out in 
agreement with the recommendations of the Environmental 
Health Service 

 
3. That matting shall be installed in the cellar of the premises so 

that barrels are not being rolled over the bare surface of the 
floor. 

 
4. That the Designated Premises Supervisor or a person 

nominated by him shall ensure that the pavement to the front 
of the premises is swept on a daily basis to prevent an 
accumulation of litter. 

 
5. The Designated Premises Supervisor shall maintain 

communication with the residents of the adjoining dwelling 
house in relation to the dates on which specific events 
involving regulated entertainment, such as parties or events 
which involve the use of a DJ, are to be scheduled. 

 
The licence holder, the review applicant and parties who had made 
relevant representations were reminded of the right to appeal the decision 
to the Magistrates Court within 21 days. 
 

47 REVIEW OF PREMISES LICENCE: BARGAIN BOOZE, 47 LONDON 
ROAD SOUTH, POYNTON, CHESHIRE  
 
The Sub-Committee considered a report regarding an application for a 
review of the Premises Licence relating to Bargain Booze, 47 London 
Road South, Poynton, Cheshire. 
 
The following attended the hearing and made representations with respect 
to the application: 
 
• a representative of Cheshire East Council Consumer Protection and 

Investigations 
• the premises licence holder 
• a supporter of the premises licence holder 
• a representative of Bargain Booze 
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After a full hearing of the application and in accordance with the rules of 
procedure, the Chairman of the Sub-Committee reported that, after taking 
account of: 
 
•  The Secretary of State’s Guidance under section 182 of the 

Licensing Act 2003 
•  Cheshire East Borough Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy 
•  The four licensing objectives (namely the prevention of crime and 

disorder, public safety, the prevention of public nuisance, and the 
protection of children from harm) 

•  All the evidence, including the oral representations made at the 
meeting and the written representations of interested parties 

 
the following course of action had been agreed: 
 
RESOLVED – That the following conditions be imposed on the Premises 
Licence: 
 
1. The store will adopt a Challenge 25 policy. 
2. The premises will operate a digital CCTV system with 16 cameras. 

The CCTV will operate whilst licensable activities are taking place. 
The CCTV will be available to authorities upon request. 

3. The store will operate a refusals register. 
4. Staff selling alcohol will be re-trained using the Bargain Booze 

internal training package every three months. The records will be 
kept and produced to the authorities upon request. 

5. The Designated Premises Supervisor, Krishnadas Bhudia, will 
attend a BII (British Institute of Innkeeping) Designated Premises 
Supervisor accredited course within 21 days. 

6. The only acceptable forms of ID to be taken within the store will be 
the UK photo driving licence, a valid passport, or the government 
approved PASS logo cards. 

7. Posters will be displayed around the store to inform customers of 
the strict Challenge 25 policy. 

 
The licence holder and the review applicant were reminded of the right to 
appeal the decision to the Magistrates Court within 21 days. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The meeting commenced at 10.00 am and concluded at 2.43 pm 
 

Councillor P Whiteley (Chairman) 
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CHESHIRE EAST COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Licensing Act Sub-Committee 
held on Monday, 6th February, 2012 at Committee Suite 1 & 2, Westfields, 

Middlewich Road, Sandbach CW11 1HZ 
 

PRESENT 
 
Councillor P Whiteley (Chairman) 
 
Councillors I Faseyi and G Wait 
 
OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE 
 
Mrs N Cadman, Licensing Officer 
Mrs K Khan, Solicitor 
Mrs J Zientek, Democratic Services Officer 

 
48 APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN  

 
RESOLVED – That Councillor P Whiteley be appointed Chairman. 
 

49 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

50 REVIEW OF PREMISES LICENCE - THE BLACK BEAR INN, HIGH 
STREET, SANDBACH, CHESHIRE  
 
The Sub-Committee considered a report regarding an application for a 
review of the Premises Licence relating to the Black Bear Inn, High Street, 
Sandbach, Cheshire. 
 
The following attended the hearing and made representations with respect 
to the application: 
 
• a representative of Cheshire East Council Consumer Protection and 

Investigations 
• a representative of the Chief Officer of Police 
• the designated premises supervisor 
• a representative of Punch Taverns PLC, the Premises Licence holder 
• a solicitor representing Punch Taverns PLC 
 
After a full hearing of the application and in accordance with the rules of 
procedure, the Chairman of the Sub-Committee reported that, after taking 
account of: 
 
•  The Secretary of State’s Guidance under section 182 of the 

Licensing Act 2003 
•  Cheshire East Borough Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy 
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•  The four licensing objectives (namely the prevention of crime and 
disorder, public safety, the prevention of public nuisance, and the 
protection of children from harm) 

•  All the evidence, including the oral representations made at the 
meeting and the written representations of interested parties 

 
the following course of action had been agreed: 
 
RESOLVED – That, in order to prevent harm to the objectives of the 
prevention of crime and disorder and the protection of children from harm, 
the following conditions be imposed on the Premises Licence: 
 
1. The premises will operate a Challenge 25 age verification policy. 

The only acceptable forms of ID to be accepted as proof of age will 
be the UK photo driving licence, a valid passport, or the government 
approved PASS logo cards. Posters will be displayed within the 
Premises to inform customers of the Challenge 25 policy. 

 
2. The Premises will operate a refusals register and will ensure that 

copies are available upon request to officers of the Police, Trading 
Standards and Licensing Authority. 

 
3. As soon as is reasonable practicable the Designated Premises 

Supervisor will attend training in relation to the sale of alcohol and 
alcohol related products provided by an external training provider. 

 
4. As soon as is reasonably practicable following the completion of the 

training referred to in condition 3 above, the Designated Premises 
Supervisor shall cascade the training to members of staff at the 
premises who are involved in the sale of alcohol. The content of the 
training provided pursuant to this condition shall be approved by the 
Trading Standards Department of Cheshire East Council. Records 
of staff training will be kept and produced to officers of the Police, 
Trading Standards and Licensing Authority upon request. 

 
5. An incident book shall be maintained at the Premises and copies 

made available upon request to officers of the Police, Trading 
Standards and Licensing Authority. 

 
6. All tables, chairs, benches, umbrellas and other associated 

paraphernalia are to be cleared away completely from the external 
drinking area by 10pm each night. 

 
7. No glass, open bottle or other open vessel may be taken outside 

the premises after 10pm each night. 
 
8. Notices shall be displayed at the exits of the Premises indicating 

that glasses, bottles etc shall only be taken outside for the purposes 
of consumption in designated external drinking areas and that no 
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glasses, open bottles or vessels may be taken outside the premises 
after 10.00pm for any purpose. 

 
The licence holder, the review applicant and parties who had made 
relevant representations were reminded of the right to appeal the decision 
to the Magistrates Court within 21 days. 
 
 
 
 
 

The meeting commenced at 1.00 pm and concluded at 4.15 pm 
 

Councillor P Whiteley (Chairman) 
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CHESHIRE EAST COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the General Licensing Sub-Committee 
held on Tuesday, 31st January, 2012 at Executive Meeting Room 2 - Town 

Hall, Macclesfield SK10 1DX 
 

PRESENT 
 
Councillor P Whiteley (Chairman) 
 
Councillors W S Davies, A Harewood, D Mahon and M Parsons 

 
OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE 
 
Mr J Hopper, Licensing Officer 
Mrs K Khan, Solicitor 
Mrs J Zientek, Democratic Services Officer 
 

28 APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN  
 
RESOLVED – That Councillor P Whiteley be appointed Chairman. 
 

29 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
There were no apologies for absence. 
 

30 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

31 EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS  
 
RESOLVED - That the press and public be excluded from the meeting 
during consideration of the following items pursuant to Section 100(A) 4 of 
the Local Government Act 1972 on the grounds that they involved the 
likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraphs 1 and 2 of 
Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 and public 
interest would not be served in publishing the information. 
 

32 11-12/12 - APPLICATION FOR A JOINT HACKNEY CARRIAGE AND 
PRIVATE HIRE DRIVER LICENCE  
 
The Sub-Committee considered a report regarding an application for a 
Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Driver’s Licence. 
 
The Sub-Committee was informed that the application fell within the 
Council’s policy for determination by the Sub-Committee. Accordingly the 
hearing had been convened to enable the Sub-Committee to determine 
whether the application for a Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Driver’s 
Licence should be granted. 
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The applicant and a representative of the applicant attended the hearing 
and made representations in respect of the application. 
 
After a full hearing of the application, and in accordance with the rules of 
procedure, the Chairman of the Sub-Committee reported that, after taking 
account of all the evidence, including the oral representations of the 
applicant and his representative, the following course of action had been 
agreed. 
 
RESOLVED – That the applicant is not a fit and proper person to hold a 
Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Driver’s Licence at this time, and that the 
application for a licence be refused. 
 
The applicant was reminded of the right to appeal this decision to the 
Magistrates Court within 21 days. 
 

33 11-12/13 - APPLICATION FOR A JOINT HACKNEY CARRIAGE AND 
PRIVATE HIRE DRIVER LICENCE  
 
The Sub-Committee considered a report regarding an application for a 
Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Driver’s Licence. 
 
The Sub-Committee was informed that the application fell within the 
Council’s policy for determination by the Sub-Committee. Accordingly the 
hearing had been convened to enable the Sub-Committee to determine 
whether the application for a Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Driver’s 
Licence should be granted. 
 
The applicant attended the hearing and made representations in respect of 
the application. 
 
After a full hearing of the application, and in accordance with the rules of 
procedure, the Chairman of the Sub-Committee reported that, after taking 
account of all the evidence, including the oral representations of the 
applicant, the following course of action had been agreed. 
 
RESOLVED – That the applicant is not a fit and proper person to hold a 
Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Driver’s Licence at this time, and that the 
application for a licence be refused. 
 
The applicant was reminded of the right to appeal this decision to the 
Magistrates Court within 21 days. 
 
Note: Following consideration of this item, the meeting was adjourned until 
12.45pm. 
 

34 11-12/14 - APPLICATION FOR A JOINT HACKNEY CARRIAGE AND 
PRIVATE HIRE DRIVER LICENCE  
 
The Sub-Committee considered a report regarding an application for a 
Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Driver’s Licence. 
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The Sub-Committee was informed that the application fell within the 
Council’s policy for determination by the Sub-Committee. Accordingly the 
hearing had been convened to enable the Sub-Committee to determine 
whether the application for a Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Driver’s 
Licence should be granted. 
 
The applicant attended the hearing and made representations in respect of 
the application. 
 
After a full hearing of the application, and in accordance with the rules of 
procedure, the Chairman of the Sub-Committee reported that, after taking 
account of all the evidence, including the oral representations of the 
applicant, the following course of action had been agreed. 
 
RESOLVED – That the applicant is a fit and proper person to hold a 
Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Driver’s Licence, and that the application 
for a three year licence be granted subject to the successful completion of 
the Council’s hackney carriage/private hire theory test. 
 

35 11-12/15 - APPLICATION FOR A JOINT HACKNEY CARRIAGE AND 
PRIVATE HIRE DRIVER LICENCE  
 
The Sub-Committee considered a report regarding an application for a 
Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Driver’s Licence. 
 
The Sub-Committee was informed that the application fell within the 
Council’s policy for determination by the Sub-Committee. Accordingly the 
hearing had been convened to enable the Sub-Committee to determine 
whether the application for a Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Driver’s 
Licence should be granted. 
 
The applicant attended the hearing and made representations in respect of 
the application. 
 
After a full hearing of the application, and in accordance with the rules of 
procedure, the Chairman of the Sub-Committee reported that, after taking 
account of all the evidence, including the oral representations of the 
applicant, the following course of action had been agreed. 
 
RESOLVED – That the applicant is a fit and proper person to hold a 
Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Driver’s Licence, and that the application 
for a three year licence be granted subject to the successful completion of 
the Council’s hackney carriage/private hire theory test. 
 
 
 
 

The meeting commenced at 10.00 am and concluded at 2.10 pm 
 

Councillor P Whiteley (Chairman) 
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CHESHIRE EAST COUNCIL 
 

REPORT TO: LICENSING COMMITTEE 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date of Meeting: 19th March 2012 
Report of: Head of Safer & Stronger Communities 
Subject/Title:  Hackney Carriage Tariffs 
___________________________________                                                                       
 
 
1.0 Report Summary 
 
1.1 The report provides detail of the objections received by the Council in relation 

to the Committee’s decision on the 16th January 2012 to vary the hackney 
carriage table of fares in hackney carriage zones 1 (Congleton) and 3 
(Macclesfield) to that currently in force in zone 2 (Crewe & Nantwich).  

 
2.0 Decision requested 
 
2.1 The Licensing Committee is requested to consider the objections received in 

relation to the proposed variation of the ‘table of fares’ in zone 1 and zone 3;  
 
2.2 Having considered the objections, the Committee is requested to determine 

whether the variation to the ‘table of fares’ in zone 1 and/or zone 3 should 
come into force either with or without modifications; 
 

2.3 If variation(s) are approved pursuant to 2.2 above, to set a date from which 
these variation(s) shall take effect (any such date may not be later than 24th 
April 2012); and 
 

2.4 If the variation(s) are not approved (with or without modifications), pursuant to 
2.2 above, to consider whether to approve and authorise for consultation, an 
alternative proposal in relation to the variation of the ‘table of fares’ in any of 
the three hackney carriage zones. 
 

3.0 Reasons for Recommendations 
 

3.1 At its meeting on 16th January 2012, the Licensing Committee resolved that the 
Borough Solicitor, or officer acting on her behalf, publish the relevant notices of 
variation, making provision for any objections to be submitted within the 
statutory consultation period of not less than fourteen days. Objections to the 
proposed variations have been received and therefore the matter has been 
referred to the Licensing Committee for determination. 

 
4.0 Wards Affected 

 
4.1  All 
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5.0 Local Ward Members 

 
5.1 All 

 
6.0 Policy Implications including – Carbon reduction; Health 

 
6.1  None 
 
7.0 Financial Implications (Authorised by the Director of Finance and 

Business Services) 
 

7.1 There would be no direct financial implications associated with a decision 
either to make no changes to the existing table of fares or to approve the 
amendments either with or without modifications. However, if the Committee 
resolved to make changes to the table of fares which went beyond 
‘modifications’ there would be a need to re-advertise. The publicity costs 
relating to statutory notices are estimated to be in the region of £3,000 (if they 
related to each of the three zones). Any such costs would be met from existing 
budget provision within the Licensing Section’s budget. 

 
8.0 Legal Implications (Authorised by the Borough Solicitor) 

 
8.1 Section 65 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 

provides that the following is required when varying a table of fares: 
(i) publication of a notice setting out the variation to the table of fares 

(specifying the period within and manner in which objections can be made) 
in at least one local newspaper circulating in the district; and 

(ii) deposit of the notice for the period of fourteen days at the offices of the 
Council for public inspection. 

 
8.2 If no objection to the variation is made within the relevant fourteen day period 

(or if all such objections are withdrawn) the variation comes into operation on 
the date of the expiration of the period specified in the notice (or the date of 
withdrawal of the last objection (if any)). If objection is made and not 
withdrawn, a further date (not later than 2 months after the first specified date) 
shall be set on which the table of fares shall come into force with or without 
modifications as decided after consideration of the objections. 

 
8.3  Consideration has been given to the application of the ‘public sector equality 

duty’ (as per section 146 Equality Act 2010) to the decision requested within 
paragraph 2.0 above. It is suggested that the decision requested would have a 
neutral impact in terms of its impact on those individuals with ‘protected 
characteristics.’ 
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9.0 Risk Management  

 
9.1 Full consideration of any objections received in response to publication of the 

notices would mitigate the risk of challenge to any subsequent decision taken. 
 
10.0 Background and Options 

 
10.1 As Members will recall, on the 8th June 2011 the Committee requested that the 

Head of Safer Stronger Communities produce a report on the potential for 
harmonising the hackney carriage table of fares across the three hackney 
carriage zones. 

 
10.2 This report was submitted to the meeting of the Licensing Committee on the 

16th January 2012. The Committee resolved that (a) subject to consultation, the 
existing tariffs in the Congleton and Macclesfield hackney carriages zones be 
harmonised with those of the Crewe and Nantwich zone; and (b) that the 
Borough Solicitor, or officer acting on her behalf, be authorised to publish the 
relevant notices of variation, making provision for any objections to be 
submitted within the statutory consultation period. 
 

10.3 During the statutory consultation period the Council received a total of 18 
individual objection responses.  These can be found in Appendix A. 
 

10.4 In addition to the individual responses two petitions totaling 201 signatures 
were received from the Congleton zone and one petition from the Macclesfield 
zone totaling 152 signatures have been received by the Council.  These can be 
found at Appendix B. 

 
10.5  In general terms it is evident from the objections received that although there 

is an agreement within the objections that harmonisation is a positive step 
merging the zones to the Crewe and Nantwich tariff may not be an equitable 
way to obtain this result. 

 
10.6  The options which are available with regard to tariffs are that: 

 
10.6.1 the Committee resolves that the variation to the ‘table of fares’ either zone 1 or 

zone 3 or both should come into force without modifications; 
 
10.6.2 the Committee resolves that the variation to the ‘table of fares’ either zone 1, 

or zone 3, or both, should come into force with modifications;  
 
10.6.3the Committee resolves to approve and authorise for consultation, an 

alternative proposal in relation to the variation of the ‘table of fares’ in any or 
all of the three hackney carriage zones; 

 
10.6.4 the Committee resolves to request that the Head of Safer & Stronger 

Communities produce a further report recommending an equitable method of 
harmonising the table of fares. 
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10.6.5 the Committee resolves that no further action in relation to a variation of the 
hackney carriage tariffs be taken at this time. 

 
 
11.0  Access to Information 
 
APPENDIX A – Objections from individuals 
APPENDIX B – Objections in petition form 
APPENDIX C – Table of fares (zone 1) 
APPENDIX D – Table of fares (zone 2) 
APPENDIX E – Table of fares (zone 3) 
 
The background papers relating to this report can be inspected by contacting the 
report writer: 

 
 Name: Dustin Hawkes 

 Designation: Team Leader Investigations 
            Tel No: (01270) 686303 
             E-mail: dustin.hawkes@cheshireeast.gov.uk 
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